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An AUT Journalism booklet prepared to help student journalists going on Asia-Pacific media internships

Contact: School of Communication Studies Diversity and Publications Coordinator Dr David Robie, david.robie@aut.ac.nz
Asia-Pacific media graduate placement opportunities for AUT students 2006/7
Asia options:

AUT graduate programme for Asia placements in cooperation with the Asia NZ Foundation 
(a new scheme – application forms will be available soon for October). 
Info contact: School of Communication Studies Diversity and Publications Coordinator Dr David Robie  david.robie@aut.ac.nz

Destinations:
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Chinadaily.com (Beijing)

Return air fare $2250 plus accommodation/limited living allowance 
(approx. $400 a month)
(Two AUT graduates have already been there – Felicity Brown and Emma Moore)

www.chinadaily.com.cn
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The Jakarta Post (Jakarta):

Return air fare $2250 plus balance towards living allowance
www.thejakartapost.com/headlines.asp
Asia NZ Foundation media background:
www.asianz.org.nz     

Info contact: Media adviser Charles Mabbett cmabbett@asianz.org.nz
Pacific options:
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Example: AUT graduate Jon Dow spent six weeks with the Fiji Times after completing the graduate diploma course at the end of 2004. Destinations vary each year.

Media graduate (print) placement programme:

http://www.pcf.org.nz/extras/pdf/media_graduate_placement_programme.pdf
Media graduate (print) application form:

http://www.pcf.org.nz/extras/pdf/media_graduate_placement_print_application.pdf
Info contact: Programme manager David Vaeafe  david@pcf.org.nz
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Full articles (Pacific Connections):
www.pcf.org.nz/extras/pdf/pacific_connection/issue3_2005sum_page8_9.pdf
China
Source: Asia NZ Foundation - Updated by Teri Fitsell
www.asianz.org.nz/coveringasia/country-profiles/china
Status
Republic

Government
Communist Party of China

Population
1.3 billion (UN, 2005)

Langauge
Putonghua (modern standard Chinese), regional languages

Religion
Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, Christian and Muslim minorities

GNI per capita
US$1,100 (World Bank, 2003) 
China's accession to the World Trade Organisation completed the open-door reforms started by the late paramount leader Deng Xiaoping in 1978 and has enabled China's economy to become the fastest growing in the world. 

The past few years have been a boom time economically for many Chinese cities, particularly Shanghai, Beijing and the Pearl River Delta which, due to their low labour costs, have become manufacturing hubs for foreign companies. 

However, as many in the cities have grown rich fast, there is an increasing chasm between urban Chinese and the have-nots in rural areas who are being left far behind. The country's vast need for fuel to serve its factory boom has given rise to unsafe mining practices, leading to a spate of explosions and mine shaft collapses that have left thousands dead. 

While factories are booming, many overseas companies remain wary of the lack of legislation offering corporate protection. China is currently making huge efforts to modernise its banking sector, to introduce intellectual property laws and to reassure overseas investors that it is a safe and stable country in which to set up business. China's boom has not been unreservedly welcomed overseas. Both the US and the European Union have called on China to abide by World Trade Organisation (WTO) rules and to stop flooding overseas markets with export goods, especially textiles. 

Winning the rights to host the 2008 Olympics in Beijing has led to a building boom in the city - and to a migrant worker population believed to number millions. Large areas of traditional housing have been cleared to make way for skyscrapers and showy stadiums. However, there are worries that a vacuum will occur after the games when large numbers of jobs will disappear. 

On the foreign policy front, mid-2005 saw unprecedented moves towards a thawing of the relations between China and Taiwan. Since the revolution, Beijing has maintained a strict 'One China Policy', requiring non-recognition of Taiwan as a sovereign state. But in May 2005, in what is seen as a strategy to 'divide and conquer' Taiwan, China sought to marginalise Taiwanese president Chen Shui-bian by engaging the opposition Kuomintang (KMT) and People First Party (PFP), which both oppose Taiwan independence. To this end Beijing seized the opportunity to roll out the red carpet for visits by Lien Chan, leader of the KMT, and James Soong of the PFP. Beijing also offered Taiwan a slew of economic incentives, aimed at winning the hearts of the island's people. Taiwanese president Chen shocked many supporters at home when he did a u-turn by suddenly endorsing the visits, which he had initially condemned. However, the possible thaw in relations seems to be on hold again after China stymied Taiwan's ninth consecutive bid for observer status at the World Health Organisation's annual gathering in May 2005. The decision came after a lengthy discussion, during which Beijing's representative, health minister Gao Qiang, reiterated the view that Taiwan could not be invited to join or observe because it is not a sovereign state. 

Meanwhile, relations between China and Japan are at their lowest point in years. Anti-Japanese feeling erupted in May following visits by Japanese leaders to the Yasukuni shrine and publication of new schoolbooks which downplayed Japanese war atrocities. Japanese diplomatic missions and businesses in China were damaged during the ensuing protests. Both sides have since made placatory gestures. However, at the European Union (EU) in May, Japanese prime minister Junichiro Koizumi voiced strong opposition to the lifting of the EU arms embargo on China, urging EU leaders not to undermine security in East Asia.

Media

Toleration of foreign journalists has improved vastly in recent years, though permission is still needed in order to research stories. To work in China a journalist must have accreditation as a nominated correspondent from a media organisation outside China. This includes a rather vague assurance that the publisher or broadcaster will be responsible for the correspondent's remuneration and expenses. Since China openedits doors to the world, the situation for journalists is said to have relaxed, with correspondents currently working in China reporting a freedom to write about virtually anything.

However, so far no-one has pinned a case on a high ranking official or revealed military secrets, either of which would test the government's tolerance. The most sensitive subjects are coverage of the suppression of Falun Gong (which is likely to cause complaints if the story is seen as too sympathetic), and criticism of China's policy on Taiwan. Correspondents say there is now an immense flow of information about most aspects of China coming from domestic media, academics and foreign media. Internal travel is now easy and inexpensive. And, unlike former times when simple communications could be difficult, there are now more than 300 million cellphones and a similar number of landlines connecting individuals. 

According to the regulations, foreign correspondents have to clear interviews with the waiban (foreign affairs office) of the relevant local or provincial government, even in Beijing. However, in practice this rule is now ignored in the major cities, though it is enforced in provincial areas. Some provinces, including Henan and Hubei, are notoriously strict, and the more sensitive the story, the more rigorously the rule is applied. 

Generally speaking, a plane or train journey to anywhere (except Tibet) can be made without prior clearance. The rule most correspondents observe is: stay ahead of the posse. Get in quick, do the interviews, and get out. If you do happen to write something that upsets the authorities, you are more likely nowadays to be told off than expelled from the country. 

Generally foreign correspondents are called in to the Foreign Ministry and given a dressing down. In addition, major television stations such as CNN have discovered that while their reporters are not prevented from doing stories, sometimes a broadcast will simply go off-air for the duration of what might be considered a 'sensitive' report. Bear in mind that if punishment is meted out it tends to fall on locals employed as assistants or interpreters. 

They can be, and periodically are, arrested and given the third degree - beatings, electric shocks and prolonged interrogation - to discover sources and to make them more cautious. Another note of caution: as China has opened up scores of keen young journalists have flooded cities on spec, looking to make a name for themselves in the world's fastest developing country. Unless you speak Mandarin Chinese, competing is an uphill task. Mandarin is the key to making yourself useful, either as a local hire with foreign news bureaux or with the welter of city guide-type magazines. The pickings may be lean to start with, but living Chinese-style is cheap and the China story is of growing interest to overseas editors. 

The Foreign Correspondents' Club (telephone: + 86 10 6500 2233 extn 160) is extremely helpful to journalists working in Beijing for the first time. It does not have a club house, but organises useful briefings and pool reports, and goes in to bat for journalists with problems. In addition, the International Press Centre, run by the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has a guidebook on rules for foreign journalists, and a directory of foreign news bureaux in China. English language media have mushroomed in China's main cities in recent years, with new newspapers, magazines, websites and television channels. The familiar China Daily is now online. The People's Daily can be found at http://english.peopledaily.com.cn, while China's main news agency, Xinhua, has Xinhuanet online. Weekly news magazine the Beijing Review has been around since 1958 (indeed, former China president Zhou Enlai once worked on it). 

For arts entertainment and news about what's on, Beijing This Month is informative. The same company also publishes the monthly magazine Business Beijing, 'officially supported by the Beijing Municipal Government', which offers financial news from across the country. In addition, many smaller city guide magazines are springing up. China Central Television International (CCTV-9) is the English-language 24-hour news channel of China Central Television, the country's largest national television network. It was launched in September 2000 and reports on local and global news. Visit for more details about other English language programming on CCTV. Cable stations such as CNN are available in the main cities. Local radio broadcasting stations transmit English programmes on 1251AM and 91.50FM. Mainstream international news magazines, the English-language Hong Kong papers and cable television are also available in international hotels. 

Language

The official language is Mandarin, and while an increasing number of Chinese are learning English, knowing Mandarin will make a stay in China easier and more rewarding, and you are likely to make better progress as a journalist. However, even fluent Mandarin speakers can have problems dealing with heavily-accented Mandarin spoken outside the urban areas. Many government ministries will provide translators at no cost, but check ahead of time. 

Telecommunications 
IDD code for China: 


+ 86
Directory of Enquiries (Beijing): 

114
Directory of Enquiries (National): 
116
Directory of Enquiries (International): 
115
Police: 




110
Fire: 




119
Emergency: 



120
Time: 




117
Weather: 



121 

All of China, including Hong Kong, operates in a single time zone (GMT+8). There is no summer time adjustment. The electricity supply is set at 200 volts but can be erratic in some areas. 

Health 

Inoculations against hepatitis A and B, Japanese encephalitis B, tetanus, polio, cholera and malaria are useful, especially for those travelling outside of the major cities. Foreigners planning to live in China for six months or longer are required to undergo an AIDS test. In all major cities, Chinese hospitals are of an excellent standard, with very experienced doctors trained in Western medicine. 

Getting Around 

Congestion is an increasing problem. Allow one hour to cross Beijing, two hours to cross Shanghai. Taxi drivers speak limited English, so get the destination written in Chinese. 

Beijing has 67,000 registered taxis and an estimated 30,000 illegal ones. There are three types, of which 'xialis' are the cheapest (and the nastiest, often exuding peculiar aromas from transporting absolutely anything across town) with a 10 kuai (yuan) flagfall and 1.2 per kilometre after the first four. Sedans are the newest and most popular models and are either blue and yellow or green and yellow. They are air-conditioned and are a more pleasant option than the xialis. Sedan flagfall is 10 kuai, then 1.6 per km after the first three. Finally, the sleek Red Flags (aka Santanas) are 12 kuai, then 2 per km after the first three. As a fourth option, private vehicles will often offer to drive you to your destination for a fee similar to the ones charged by official taxis. While this is strictly illegal, sometimes there is no choice - just ensure that you agree a fare first. 

Accommodation 

Beijing is alive to the sound of pile-drivers, as an increasing number of new buildings - many of them international hotels - are built. There are many international four- and five-star hotels and rates are comparable with those in any major city. Hotel guides are readily available on the Internet. 

Safety 

China's crime rate is low, crimes against foreigners are rare, and laws are strict. You are unlikely to have any trouble wherever you go as Chinese people are generally friendly and helpful. However, as with any other city, if you are in a particularly crowded place, beware of pickpockets. 

 

Chinadaily.com internship

Compiled by Emma Moore, AUT internee at Chinadaily.com in Semester 1, 2006
moore_emma@yahoo.co.uk
Emma’s article at Te Waha Nui Online: 
www.tewahanui.info/news/060901-beijingchinglish-moore.shtml 
Note

AUT’s internship agreement is with Chinadaily.com, i.e. the website edition of China Daily, not the newspaper edition. The two are run completely separately and you will not have anything to do with the print edition from a work perspective. 

Intern duties
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Work hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:30 with an hour for lunch. Like anywhere, Chinadaily.com interns are basically support staff for full time workers. The website was re-launched and expanded dramatically a few weeks after I began in March 2006, and this meant the workload for the one full time English copy editor increased hugely as well. I had thought I would have time to research and write stories but that didn’t happen. Instead I was a full time copy editor like the full time ‘foreign expert’ as foreign subbers are known. This essentially means regular editing as well as rewriting stories poorly translated from Chinese and cutting them to bearable length – few foreigners want to read 2500 words about a calligrapher known only to Chinese for example. Often these translations are literally incomprehensible but after a few ‘what on earth does this mean?’ conversations you develop a second sense in guessing their meaning. It can be quite amusing or very frustrating depending on your perspective. That kind of thing as well as writing photo captions, headlines etc is the usual work day. 

I was also responsible for training sessions with the full time foreign expert. These ran for about five sessions until we realized that nobody took any notice of what we said and we no longer had time anyway. As far as I know, there are no trained journalists at Chinadaily.com because all the hard news is lifted from the print edition of CD (China Daily) and Xinhua (Chinese state run news wire, pronounced roughly shin-wa). The Chinese Chinadaily.com staff are all English language graduates and most have little concept of (or interest in) how to write in a journalistic style. To give you an idea of the situation… During one training session I pointed out that sentences of 100 plus words were an immediate turn off for website readers and only permissible within academia, and they should aim for a maximum of 30 words – preferably 20 odd. One staff member raised her hand and said, “But at university we studied Marx and his sentences are often several hundred words long.” I pointed out that Marx was not a 21st century journalist and therefore not someone to emulate. They all looked perplexed and disbelieving. 

I wrote a column briefly but only had three put online. I ran out of enthusiasm after I wrote one which was apparently too critical of a particular government policy and was not published or discussed. 

Essentially the work is easy but tedious. 

Accommodation

Accommodation provided for interns at Chinadaily.com varies widely depending on what is available at the time. I shared a newish apartment in the company compound (not as scary as it sounds) with a Chinese woman who worked in a different publication. This was ok but rather uncomfortable to begin with as she had lived there for several years and I felt as though I was intruding in her space. For example I rarely cooked in the apartment because all the pots, crockery, cutlery etc were hers and I never really felt at home enough to help myself. My room had a phone and a TV (after I requested them) and I could have paid to get internet access if I had wanted to. Accommodation is free but you have to pay for utilities when you leave (about NZ$30-40). 

The AUT student who did the internship before me had her own apartment in the same building I was in and the three Americans who started after I left shared a place about a 15 minute walk away. Their place was apparently quite basic. There’s no guarantee what your accommodation will be like. If it’s important to you, ask for details before you leave home.

Compound 

The CD compound consists of two apartment buildings and a large office block which houses all CD publications – website, newspaper, weekend magazine, business supplement and 21st Century educational magazine. These are all run quite separately (especially the website which has little or no company affiliation with the print CD). There is also a large staff canteen which serves three meals a day. The food is good, varied, cheap and hygienically prepared (no stomach problems likely!). Staff buy what they want using a swipe debit card which you must first put money onto. You will be given one of these on arrival. 

Neighbourhood 

The CD compound is in a suburban area in the north-east of Beijing. It’s about a 15 minute taxi ride (25RMB/NZ$5) from the city centre. There is public transport available but at the moment it’s not very convenient. There is an overland train station about 20 minutes walk away – this train connects to the two-line subway system. Or there is a bus which stops near CD which takes about 20 minutes to get to the nearest subway station  The buses are hard to work out – unless your Chinese is amazing – but they are very cheap (important on an intern’s allowance) and are great if you can figure them out! Chinese staff may be able to help if you ask. 

Although there are only two subway lines at present (August 2006), this is set to change by the time the Olympics start. Currently I think there are six new lines being built – one with a station five minutes walk from CD. The subway is very easy to use and cheap at 3RMB per ticket but a lot of foreigners never use it, because their reach is limited and taxis are so cheap. 

There are a couple of large supermarkets within a 20 minute walk of CD and several smaller ones nearer. Directly across the road is a large university with a hard to find café serving the best coffee I have found in Beijing. There is also an English language library of books on China which you can join for 200 RMB ($40) deposit. A good investment as there aren’t many English language bookstores and this one also has a lot of banned books unavailable elsewhere. (!) Nearby there are also ATMs with English language instructions, a small travel agency with an English speaker, a money exchange place (illegal but everyone uses it, I think they only take US$, Euros and UK pounds), dozens of cheap restaurants and western fast food joints – the usual shops in suburbs anywhere. 

Pay/living costs/extra income 

The internship allowance is 2000 RMB (about NZ$400) per month in cash. This is not a lot of money even for China. It is possible to live on but if you want to buy things such as clothes, a bike, a mobile phone or small household appliances (like an iron or hairdryer) and weekends away, you will find that the money soon runs out. 

If you have English teaching experience you can easily find private students to boost your income or you should be able to get a weekend job with an English language school with no experience. 

You may also be able to pick up work editing documents translated from Chinese, but this seems to depend on bumping into someone who happens to know someone who wants someone.

CD has a government-related translation department apparently full of terrible translators and they often give out long documents to foreign staff to be subbed. You should get paid 100 RMB per 1000 words for this fairly dull work. I didn’t know about this until after I had finished my internship (they may be reluctant to give work to interns). If you want to get on their list of staff, talk to the other foreign staff about it - although they may not know about it either. 

Travel 

Unless you have some savings, you will find it hard to travel in China on your intern’s allowance alone. There is a lot to see and do in Beijing but the city becomes quite oppressive after a while and it’s great to do weekend trips away. These tend to become more of an adventure/frustration than you might want but that’s all part of the China experience! Take a look at any China guidebook to see where you want to go while in China. Bear in mind that things change rapidly in China and the places you plan to stay at may have disappeared or changed drastically between the time they were written about and your arrival. 

Train tickets are cheap but problematic as they can only be bought between three and five days in advance and there are huge problems with scalpers buying large blocks of tickets – leaving few for travel agents and the train ticket offices. If you get the tickets you want it is a triumph. Many of these tickets end up for private sale on Chinese language websites – but you really don’t want to have to deal with that! The other problem is that you can only buy one-way tickets. So you either have to arrange for your hotel to buy your return tickets, or take your chances and go straight to the ticket office when you reach your destination or hope you can figure out a bus to get back. It can be stressful but it all works out usually. Everything is for sale in China so you can always bargain with a private car owner hanging around the station looking for passengers. There are plenty of great day and weekend trips around Beijing and companies like www.chinesecultureclub.org are good if you want to go somewhere without the hassle of organizing everything yourself. 

Medical

The Sino-Japanese Hospital is a good private hospital near CD with some English speaking doctors which the company uses. You should have medical insurance to cover your internship but when I got sick and had to go the hospital I didn’t have to pay because it was an emergency. I think they felt bad because nobody realized I was that sick! It is a good idea to bring any kind of medication you may need from home – including things like diarrhea pills, contraceptives, painkillers, antihistamines (a lot of people get allergies in spring), and cold/flu medication. Most people tend to get the flu when they first get here and you will probably given Traditional Chinese Medicine which tastes vile and may or may not work. Stomach upsets are also common but usually not severe if you stay away from the dodgier street food. There is a pharmacy very near CD where you can get various animal organs and plants in powdered form as well as western style drugs, but you will have to take a Chinese person to help because all the drugs are in cabinets and are not recognizable brands. 

Visas 

As an intern you will be given a three-month business visa. You will need to go to the Chinese Consulate to pick up the appropriate form and return it with a letter from CD to apply. The visa is usually issued within about a week after you have handed over your passport, the filled out form and CD’s letter. If you get a job in China and decide to stay on after your internship period, you will need to get a work visa – usually issued for one year. Your new employer will usually take your passport and organize this for you and cover the expenses. Discuss this with potential employers before you take the job because it can be troublesome and expensive to arrange by yourself.

Freelancing 

While in theory there is scope to do freelance work it is not as easy as you may expect. There are several local English language weekly/monthly magazines which are well established, tightly run and unlikely to be interested in your impressions of visiting the Forbidden City or eating ducks’ heads. Their writers have been in Beijing for some time, speak Chinese and have the inside scoop – unlike new arrivals. Your best bet for getting work published locally is CD’s weekend magazine. They pay 1RMB per word (the Chinese standard) and you are more likely to get an ‘in’ because you work for the company already. They are often on the look out for book and bar/restaurant reviews too but you will need to discuss this before you start reading or drinking. Of course I didn’t hear about this until I finished my internship… 

I have no tips on freelancing for NZ publications as I haven’t got around to trying this yet. As an intern you are expected to work full time in the office and it takes a lot of motivation to research and write on top of this. 

Employment in Beijing post-internship

Most jobs in Beijing for foreigners are posted on www.thatsbj.com – a free English language monthly magazine with an extensive website. You can find That’s Beijing in bars, bookstores and restaurant popular with foreigners. The website in particular is a good resource for all things Beijing and sometimes advertises in-house openings for editors/writers/designers/photographers etc as well. 

CD has a fairly rapid foreign staff turnover (most only stay one year) and hires continuously. If you are interested in staying on with the company, you should be able to get a position somewhere. Pay ranges from about 7000-10,000 RMB/month depending on the position and your experience. You will also get free accommodation, a return airfare after one year (or 80% of the cost of a ticket in cash) and free medical cover. Contracts are binding and you will have to pay several hundred American dollars if you fail to complete your contract. If you refuse, they will take it from your final pay (pay is in arrears). This is usual in all state-run media. 

Other English state-run language dailies that regularly hire foreign staff in Beijing are Xinhua, the newswire service: www.xinhuanet.com/english and The People’s Daily, another English language newspaper: www.englishpeople.com.cn. These all have permanent ads for staff on their websites so there may not actually be any jobs when you apply. As soon as you decide you want to stay, you should start applying for jobs – the wheels move very slowly. 

Take a good look at your contract before you sign anything and be sure to ask about exactly how much you can expect to get if part of your salary is a bonus, whether public holidays such as spring break are a compulsory part of your paid holidays, and how much of your salary will be paid in US$. The yuan is not convertible so it is usual for about two thirds of foreigners’ salaries to be paid in US$. You will most likely be paid entirely in cash – which saves hassles with bank accounts but makes it harder to send money home. Most people just take their US$ in cash when they leave and pray not to lose it or give it to visiting friends to take back and pray even harder. 

General

Arrival: There is not a lot of hand holding for new staff. You will be picked up at the airport, taken to your apartment and to the office where you will meet your immediate boss (currently this is Li Hong, the content editor) and the other foreign worker and be shown to your desk. That is pretty much it. 

Getting by: From there it is a matter of continuously asking questions until you have an idea of what you are supposed to be doing and how to go about things. Usually you will get answers to all your questions but I would strongly recommend asking the HR staff to introduce you to the other foreign staff in the building. The other foreign staff member should be helpful but when I arrived she had been there less than a week and so didn’t know much either. 

Internship length: I had assumed that the length of the internship was non-negotiable, but actually I think if you wanted to, you could stay for only two months. Interns from other universities have done this.

Friends: The Chinese staff are by and large conspicuously reserved and may appear unfriendly. As Li Hong ‘explained’ to me, “this is the ‘Chinese Way’. They are not unfriendly but they can be hard to get to know.” If you make an effort to get to know them, it will usually be reciprocated. You need Chinese friends to make life bearable anyway unless you speak good Chinese! The other foreign staff are your new ready-made friends and will be able to answer a lot of your where and how questions so try to meet as many as possible. There are at least 20 around at any time. 

Language: I highly recommend learning some Chinese words before you arrive. Numbers, hello/thank you/goodbye can really make a difference! There are numerous freelance teachers of varying degrees of competency, approximately 5 million people in Beijing looking for language exchange partners and many language schools. I can recommend my private teacher to anyone interested.

Weather: Winter (November-April) is extremely cold! Summer (June-September) is extremely hot! Spring is windy and is the season of dust storms which are just as bad as they sound. Allergy sufferers may have a bad time in May when the city is awash with pollen. The apartments have adequate heating until March 15 when it is summarily turned off throughout the country. Then it’s freezing. Bring long johns if you will be here over March and April. 

Shopping: You can buy pretty much anything you want in Beijing - unless you are a woman size 12 or over. Then you’ll struggle to get clothes so bring whatever you’ll need. There are several stores catering to expats that stock western style groceries and toiletries. 

Phones: You should have a landline in your apartment but you can only make local calls on it. There are international calling cards which you can use for long distance and mobile phone calls. Mobile phones are not really that cheap here but are a necessity as they are elsewhere. You can either buy a new one here (with your new Chinese friend!) or bring your NZ one and get a new SIM card for about the same price as a cheap model new phone. 

Finishing up: Don’t expect the obligatory awkward dinner with the boss when you leave that you will get when you start. The Chinese staff I worked with most were the only ones who said good bye to me when I left. My boss didn’t appear to notice I had gone but this appears to be usual as I have seen the same thing in other departments. At 21st Century where I now work, a new foreign staff member asked me who a particular woman was after a week of her walking past his desk 10 times a day. She is his boss and was responsible for hiring him. Generally people don’t introduce themselves to new staff but you are somehow expected to know who they all are. There is very little communication at CD at all, so don’t take it personally.

China: If you are interested in doing the internship, you are presumably at least mildly curious about China. All I can say is it’s interesting in more ways than I have space to say. Come over and see for yourself. If for some reason you don’t like it, three months is not long and if you do like it, finding a job shouldn’t be too hard.  

Indonesia
Source: Asia NZ Foundation  - Updated by Chris Holm 
www.asianz.org.nz/coveringasia/country-profiles/indonesia
Status
Republic

Government
Presidential; bicameral system with regional autonomy

Population
225.3 million (UN, 2005)

Langauge
Bahasa Indonesia, plus many regional languages and dialects

Religion
Muslim (88 percent), Christian (8 percent), Hindu (2 percent), Buddhist (1 percent), other (1 percent)

GNI per capita
US$810 (World Bank, 2005)

Indonesia has experienced considerable political and social turmoil since the repressive Soeharto regime fell in 1998 amid a crippling economic crisis, and the country is still feeling the effects of change as it slowly continues to modernise.

The hundreds of ethnic groups that make up this vast archipelagic nation have survived a series of disasters in recent years, both natural and man-made. A slowly recovering economy, endemic corruption, terrorist attacks, ongoing regional unrest and, most recently, the catastrophic tsunami in the northern province of Aceh, have made the post-Soeharto era a difficult time for many, but there have also been significant positive changes.

Politics

There is far less political turmoil in the country than in 1998, when the nation's students first demonstrated to overthrow Soeharto's New Order regime. Since then, democratic reform in Indonesia has developed under two short-lived governments - those of presidents Habibe and Abdurrahman Wahid, and under the longer rule of Megawati Soekarnoputri.

Megawati's political demise came in 2004, when more than 120 million people took part in legislative and presidential elections that were largely peaceful and were widely judged by observers to be free and fair. The result - part of a genuine democratic reform process that began with Wahid - was Indonesia's first directly elected president, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.

Nevertheless, political and governmental reform remains largely cosmetic. Like Indonesia's famous wayang kulit shadow puppets, much of the country's politics is shadow play - what one sees on the surface is a diverting artifice, a screen covering the machinations of power going on behind.

Despite the reformasi, many important figures from the New Order regime remain in power and continue to protect their interests, and there is still widespread abuse of public money - corruption, collusion and nepotism is practiced at all levels of government, robbing the executive of credibility.

The Indonesian military (Tentara Nasional Indonesia, or TNI), which runs its own businesses throughout the archipelago, continues to have great political influence and is effectively a law unto itself - especially in Aceh and Papua where separatist movements exist.

Terrorism
Indonesia has been plagued by a series of security problems in the post-Suharto era, the most infamous being the October 2002 Bali bombings in Kuta Bali, which killed 202 people. The group believed to be behind the bombs, the al-Qaeda-linked regional terrorist cell Jema'ah Islamiyah (JI) is also accused of carrying out two other well-known attacks; on Jakarta's Hotel Marriott in 2003, and outside the Australian Embassy in 2004. Members have also been linked to attacks on churches in the religiously divided areas of Ambon city in Maluku, and Palu in Sulawesi.

Indonesian police believe JI continues to operate in the country, despite a serious crackdown which has seen more than 20 members of the group tried and jailed for the attacks.

Hardline Islamist Abu Bakar Ba'asyir, JI's alleged spiritual leader, has twice been tried for inciting the group to acts of terror, but there is little hard evidence linking him to the attacks and his sentences have been light.

Sensitivities about religion and the fear of a political backlash mean that the radical pesantren, or religious boarding school, that Ba'asyir founded is still operational and there are other hard-line Islamist schools operating along similar lines in Jakarta and greater Java.

Western governments, meanwhile, are still warning their citizens in the country of security threats and are issuing travel warnings to tourists.

Corruption
Like others before it, Susilo's regime has vowed to clamp down on graft, and it has already directed the nation's police to begin investigating and arresting some prominent political figures. However, widespread corruption in the courts and the police, and their lack of independence from political influence, are likely to sorely test this commitment.

The country's biggest graft suspect, former president Suharto, has never been prosecuted because his doctors' claim that he is too ill to face trial has never been challenged. Many believe that Suharto, the 'Father of Development', who still has great wealth in Indonesia, maintains a strong behind-the-scenes influence and would be pardoned even if tried and found guilty of crimes.

Giving political autonomy to Indonesia's more than 30 provinces in order to allow them more control of their resources has merely made corruption more widespread. A World Bank study shows graft and an untrustworthy legal system were major disincentives for new investors in 2004.

Economy

The past few years have seen modest growth return to an economy, which during the worst years of the Asian economic crisis had contracted by 20 percent and put 20 million more people under the international poverty line (defined as an income of less than US$1 a day). The rupiah, which rocketed to highs of around Rp19,000 to the US dollar during the crisis, has been stable for the past four years at about Rp9,000/US$, while inflation has hovered at between 5 and 7 percent.

Indonesia's stock market has been a robust performer in recent years, and the country has continued to experience modest growth - annual growth of 4 to 6 percent is predicted for the next few years but consistent growth of more than 6 percent is needed if the economy is to absorb the estimated 10 million people entering the workforce each year.

The high level of public debt is also a cause of concern. Estimated at around 50 percent of GDP, it is a legacy of the government's bailout of the woefully corrupt and indebted banking sector, which collapsed spectacularly in 1998. While many big banks have been substantially restructured and merged, the sector still has its wobbles, and bad corporate debts are yet another reason why many investors continue to avoid the country. Government budgets curtailed by debt repayment have allocated little to much-needed infrastructure development, or to poverty relief.

With 8-10 percent of the workforce unemployed, life for the estimated 100 million of the country's poor who live on less than $US2 a day remains hard.

Regions
During the Wahid and Megawati regimes there were few concessions to demands for independence in the regional trouble spots of Aceh and Papua (formerly Irian Jaya). Following the tsunami, and after more than a year of military rule in the province, the government and Free Aceh Movement rebels began talks. The Indonesian military continues to kill rebels in Aceh and Papua and rights activists accuse it of human rights abuses.

Aceh's massive tsunami reconstruction programme is now being implemented but more slowly than the head of the Indonesian reconstruction agency or foreign bodies would like. All sides involved in the rebuilding have expressed the concern that relief aid will be embezzled or misallocated in the long rehabilitation process to come. Inside Indonesia there is also the widespread political belief that the crony companies of business magnate and new Golkar leader Vice President Jusuf Kalla will benefit most from the rebuilding, with Acehnese companies and workers being replaced by those from Java.

Politically, the Government has removed the state of civil emergency and the Acehnese are politically freer than they have been for some time, although the TNI has also sent more troops into the region, as it has in Papua.

In Papua there is widespread confusion about the status of the province, which the Indonesian government has variously said would be divided up into two, three or five new provinces. Local pro-independence activists claim that any move to split the province is contrary to regional autonomy law and part of a move to fragment opposition to Indonesian rule.

Indonesia is now on more friendly terms with its former province of East Timor (now Timor Leste) whose leaders, mindful of the importance of trade and the need to maintain border security with their much bigger neighbour, have sought to play down their demands for international justice. Indonesia has not convicted any military officials for their part in the orgy of destruction and killings in Timor Leste in 1999 after the independence vote and has jailed just one civilian.

To avoid the possibility of a United Nations legal tribunal being set up to retry these cases, Indonesia and Timor Leste are in the midst of establishing a Truth and Friendship Commission to reexamine human rights abuses. The Commission will have no formal legal powers.

Media

After the downfall of president Suharto, the infamous Ministry of Information, which used to maintain a stranglehold on media in the country, was shut down. Since then, a diverse range of newspapers, TV and radio stations has sprung up to feed the country's newly discovered appetite for news of all shades and political persuasions. Racy tabloids now compete with haughty traditional Muslim dailies, sleazy reality cop shows are a staple of day-time television, and Indonesia's press has become one of the freest and most-diverse in South East Asia.

This deregulation has encouraged the emergence of media magnates. One of the most important, Surya Palloh, is also a politician and the owner of the influential Metro TV broadcaster, Indonesia’s version of CNN.

However, although the press in Indonesia has been freed from overt political interference journalists are still fearful about reporting on corruption - especially in politics, the police and the military. The Indonesian Ministry of Information has recently been revived by the Susilo government, though it is not expected to take on its former internal censorship role.

Radio Republik Indonesia (RRI) runs regional and local stations, along with six national networks and the external service, Voice of Indonesia.

The Jakarta Post, remains the only daily English-language newspaper in the country, while the English edition of Tempo, Indonesia's version of Time magazine, is a good weekly news digest.

International publications include Asian Wall Street Journal, International Herald Tribune and the Financial Times, all of which at times carry stories about Indonesia.

Internet use is increasing, with an estimated 10 million users in 2004. An excellent independent Jakarta-based English Internet news site, run by an Australian, is www.laksamana.net. New Zealand-based www.scoop.co.nz often carries information from Indonesian activist groups. For Indonesian speakers, www.detik.com is a useful news portal. The national Indonesian newswire service, Antara (Indonesian for 'in between'), has English-language pages.

News Gathering
Since the tsunami journalists have been free to enter the province of Aceh, an area that under the Megawati regime was virtually off-limits to foreign reporters. However, all journalists must still apply for permits to visit the province of Papua and applications are often turned down. Technically, the regulations allow the government to expel any journalists it dislikes. However, although permits are still required for Papua, journalists can, and do, enter the province without them.

The recent expulsion from Aceh of an Australian academic who had earlier written critical newspaper articles about the activities of officials in the province suggests that security elements in the Indonesian government have compiled a journalist blacklist.

The most significant issue for journalists is violence, especially when trouble-spots flare up. Journalists were specifically targeted by anti-independence militia forces in the former province of Timor Leste. In Ambon, at the height of the religious killings, journalists needed to hire their own bodyguards - usually armed soldiers. Mob violence in Indonesia is less common these days, but crowds can still turn ugly very quickly and a press pass is no protection. Seek as much information from resident correspondents as possible, especially about travel in outlying areas where the security forces may be unable to control riots.

Press visas are required for journalists and photographers travelling in Indonesia. They are now relatively easy to get and applications should be made to the Indonesian Embassy in New Zealand. Residency visas take longer and can be expensive due to corruption within the immigration department. Journalists wanting to register in Indonesia should go to the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deplu), at Jalan Taman Pejambon 6, Central Jakarta (Jakarta Pusat), telephone: + 62 21 344 1508.

There are many NGOs in Indonesia that can supply information on a variety of issues, from AIDS to political prisoners in Papua and Jakarta's urban planning - or lack of it. Some are trustworthy, while others are not. It is not unknown for scam NGOs to spring up to help spend foreign aid money. The United Nations also has a major presence in Indonesia and is useful for up-to-date country information. Government statistics differ in quality depending on the branch or department and can sometimes be out-of-date, misleading or just plain wrong.

Useful Contacts
The Jakarta Foreign Correspondents' Club does not have a 'club house' but runs regular drinks evenings and lunches with guest speakers. President: Shoeb Kagda, The Business Times: telephone: + 62 21 3983 1474 or + 62 21 3983 1475. Many Jakarta hotels also offer special rates for journalists. Contact the club for details.

Most of the international media, including all the wire services, have offices on the top floors of the Deutsche Bank building on Jalan Imam Bonjol, in the heart of central Jakarta. Tell the taxi driver 'Hotel Indonesia' and when he points it out, drive around the large roundabout until you see the bank tower. The building is also the base for Asia Works, www.asiaworks.com, a TV studio that services international TV journalists and can provide professional fixers for important interviews.

Cinnabar, just down the road in the Plaza Gani Djemat building, is one of the flash watering holes for international media people, UN workers and interesting, generally wealthy locals. It is a useful place to go to make contacts and has a good, but relatively pricey, restaurant.

Department of Information (DEPPEN), Foreign Press Division: Jalan Merdeka Barat, rear building, telephone: + 62 21 384 1972, ext 658/668.

The New Zealand Embassy, Jakarta: BRI II Building, 23rd floor, Jalan Jend Sudirman Kav. 44-46, Jakarta 10210.

Language

Some English is spoken in major cities. However it is very difficult to work in Indonesia without at least a rudimentary grasp of Indonesian (Bahasa Indonesia) and a translator. Many young graduates are available to work for foreign reporters - Jakarta-based journalists should be able to help.

Culture

Most Indonesians don't like to show anger or negative emotions and will attempt to control them or mask them with a smile or laughter. It's a good idea when dealing with people, especially officials, to remain friendly and cool-headed. That said, getting even the simplest things done can often be difficult and time-consuming.

Clothing-wise it is better for men and women to cover their legs in formal situations with either trousers or long dresses, certainly in religious areas such as mosques, where women will likely be asked to cover their heads. Whether they are religiously strict or not - and often they are not - most Indonesians don't consider shorts to be professional attire - and unless you are pretending to be a tourist, it is unwise to wear skimpy clothes outside the night clubs.

Health

Indonesia has only a moderately reliable health system in the major cities and very little by way of emergency care beyond them. All major tropical diseases are present, including dengue fever, malaria and typhus. Tuberculosis is endemic. It is advisable to get inoculations, especially if planning to travel outside the main centres.

Getting Around

In the cities, taxi drivers often don't know individual street addresses. They can also readily spot newcomers - asking to go somewhere in English being their biggest clue - and are likely to take a longer route if it is obvious that you don't know where you're going. This will cost a pittance (one hour in a cab can cost less than NZ$12) but it will waste time. It is a good idea to become familiar with basic greetings and 'travelling Indonesian', or to engage an Indonesian-speaking guide, especially if staying in an area for some time. In Jakarta, taxis should always use the meter but drivers are often grateful for a small tip (Rp2,000 to 8,000), which is especially useful when, as often happens, you - or they - don't have small change. Blue Bird taxis, which are blue, are the safest and generally the most reliable. Most drivers will stop and ask directions from locals if they don’t know an area.

Traffic jams can last hours in Jakarta and, depending on the time of day, in many major cities a 20-minute off-peak ride can also take hours. Most taxis will offer to take you on the toll roads for the speediest travel but it is wise to avoid peak times, 7:30am to 10:00am and 5:00pm to 7:30pm. For fast, though less safe, transport, consider hiring an ojek (rider on motorbike) - especially if travelling light. Negotiate prices beforehand.

Trains can be used to travel across Java but they are slow and subject to delays. For long-distances, air travel is the best option. The recent deregulation of the airline industry has resulted in cheap flights to many destinations. However, there are frequent delays, both with local budget airlines and with flag-carrier Garuda. There are few services to more remote areas in the archipelago, which have to be reached either overland or by boat. Poorly maintained and crowded roads mean travelling a distance that would take little time in New Zealand can take many hours.

Travel to Indonesia's latest news destination, the tsunami-ravaged city of Banda Aceh in Aceh province is now not difficult. One can fly on a commercial airline or hitch a ride with United Nations aircraft - organise it from Jakarta or from New Zealand. Overland travel to main centres such as Meulaboh remains extremely difficult as most of the linking roads down the Aceh coast are still closed, and air or boat travel are still generally the only options. Boats and ferries also go to the earthquake-hit island of Nias.

Accommodation

Indonesia has a large number of international-standard hotels on Java, Sumatra, Bali and Sulawesi. Tourist arrivals have dropped considerably due to terrorism fears and many good hotels offer bargain rates. In more remote areas and throughout most of Papua, hotel space is limited and accommodation is basic or non-existent, as it is in the more remote tsunami-destroyed areas in Aceh. 
Jakarta Post internship

Compiled by Duncan Wilson, a previous Asia NZ Foundation internee in Jakarta. He is a producer/reporter for Agenda programme at TVNZ.
duncan@agendatv.co.nz 

While working in Indonesia I met many of the figures that feature in news headlines.
I lunched in a deserted hotel with an ex-mujahidin running from his old life in Jemaah Islamah, who said he had found Allah and the safety of a government job. I squatted in rotting tents, interviewing some of the thousands still homeless after the tsunami.

And I spoke with Indonesia’s President and current power-brokers - religious leaders, businessmen and politicians​ - and listened to their stories of Islam, old money and reform.

But I also met and interviewed the many Indonesians often excluded from ‘Western’ news coverage, such as warung workers, soccer-mad school kids, and the bored youths that strut Jakarta’s malls. For two months, I hounded these people with questions. They replied with patience and warmth.

I was based at the Jakarta Post, Indonesia’s daily English-language newspaper, and mostly covered politics and foreign affairs. I focused on Indonesia’s political parties and movements, as well as the country’s new strategic alliances and its work in counter-terrorism.
 

I also covered internal issues of military and democratic reform, and religious pluralism.
 

I had the freedom to pursue whatever stories I wanted, which often took me outside of Jakarta. I went to Banda Aceh and Nias for the Post, for example, to write features and updates on the reconstruction effort (also seen in the Sydney Morning Herald and the Age)

Throughout my stay, I found interviewees to be remarkably frank and accommodating. 

An old Asia hand told me that Indonesia’s Government had become remarkably transparent and that he had never enjoyed such open access to ministers in more than thirty years of work in South East Asia.


 But I also found it productive to approach each interview as an opportunity to learn, rather than as a target of bule journalists’ aggressive and cantankerous opinions.

Most valuable for my stay, though, were my colleagues at the Jakarta Post. They were incredibly helpful and supportive. They taught bahasa basics and guided me to interviews (they also directed me to Jakarta’s maddest and most frenzied nightlife). 

But the journalists and editors at the Post also provided a vital overview and context which informed my stories. They spoke of Indonesia’s history, and shared their views of the country’s challenges and opportunities. Their personal insights and professional networks were crucial to my work in Indonesia, and lead to contacts and relationships that I continue to draw on in my print and television journalism in New Zealand.   

Ultimately, it was the positive environment of the Jakarta Post that made my two months in Indonesia so productive. Colleagues helped me dig beyond the headlines to engage with a range of people and issues. In the process, I built useful contacts and relationships. From my two month placement with the Jakarta Post I also gained a deeper understanding of Indonesia, and a faith and affection for the country and its progress.

Indonesia indah dan saya mau kembali! 
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AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND 
ASIA NZ FOUNDATION MEDIA INTERNSHIPS

Terms of Reference & Selection Criteria 
It is important that students applying for the AUT & Asia NZ Foundation Media Internships understand the conditions on which the internships are awarded. This agreement sets out these conditions. If you have any queries or do not understand any of the following information please discuss with the Diversity and Publications Co-ordinator, School of Communication Studies.

Duration of Scholarship: 
1. 
The internship is awarded for a minimum of six weeks but preferably two or three months.
2.
Three annual internship options are currently available at two destinations:

· China Daily.com in Beijing, China

· The Jakarta Post

Conditions: 
3.
All recipients must maintain fortnightly contact with designated AUT staff.

4. 
Each recipient must undertake to contribute as fully as possible to the host media organisation.

5.
Each recipient must undertake to provide a written report accounting for the expenditure of the grant and reflecting on the experience.

What the Internship covers: 
7. 
The Asia New Zealand Foundation will provide $2250 to cover return airfares.  The remainder of the grant is to be spent on initial living expenses.  

8.
In the case of Beijing, the Chinadaily.com also provides  some accommodation in its news organisation compound, and a monthly living allowance of RMB2000 (about NZ$400) paid in cash.

AUT’s Centre for International Development is a contact for the China arrangement.

Promotion: 
9. 
Each recipient must undertake to provide written articles for publishing by Asia NZ Foundation in the Asia NZ Review and AUT Journalism publication as appropriate, and be prepared to speak to other student journalists about the internship.

By signing this document you have read and fully understood the above terms of the AUT  - Asia NZ Foundation Media Internship. If the document is not signed and returned you may become ineligible to receive the internship. 
Please attach this form to the Application form and return to: 
Karen Donovan

School of Communication
Auckland University of Technology 
Private Bag 92006 
Auckland  1142
Ph (09) 921 9999 
Closing Date: 4.00pm, Wednesday October 25, 2006 
Signed by:     _______________________________ (Applicant) 

Print Name: _______________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________________

SELECTION CRITERIA 
1.1 The successful internship applicant will be chosen according to the  following criteria: 

1.1.1 
Demonstrate interest and commitment to international journalism, with an emphasis on China or Indonesia, measured by
• Personal maturity 

• Communication skills 

• Resourcefulness and independence 

• Previous international regular assignments or publication. 
1.1.2 
Academic excellence measured by: 

• Previous degree or demonstrated life experience

2. APPLICATION PROCESS 

PART 1 
2.1 
Complete an internship application form 

2.2 
Prepare a short brief on professional and international media 
background and education
2.3 
All applications shall provide endorsement of support from one or more of the following: 

• Journalism staff 

• Editor 

• Professional supervisor/manager 

PART 2 
3.1
From these applications AUT representatives will select applicants to form a shortlist 

PART 3 
4.1 
Short-listed applicants will attend an interview. 

4.2 
The interview panel shall recommend to the Asia NZ Foundation recipients of the internships.
PART 4
5.1 
AUT in consultation with the Asia NZ Foundation shall                                

determine closing dates for the internship.
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