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The 10th Maori Expo
may have been
about educational

opportunities, but it had
the rarified air of a
rock concert. 
Around  50,000 peo-

ple, ranging from gig-
gling school girls to
more serious educa-
tors, packed into the
Aotea Centre to expe-
rience the vibrant
mix of learning,
debate, music and

fresh food.
The official 8am
powhiri that
started the day
welcomed impor-

tant guests, includ-
ing mayor Dick

Hubbard, Maori
Party co-leader Pita

Sharples and Labour MP
John Tamihere,
and performers, to

a day that honoured tikanga and te reo Maori. 
The expo featured Maori sports, media and

political personalities, exploring issues and cele-
brating Maori achievement.

AUT’s Maori liaison officer and organiser
Kitea Tipuna says the expo was different from
previous years because more AUT staff were
involved and the entertainment was more con-
temporary. 

“We’ve usually gone for half and half contem-
porary and traditional. This year was really con-
temporary and it seems to have worked really
well. We were catering to a youth audience but
having aspects of traditional culture met the
needs of more of our traditional whanau,” he
says.

Media co-ordinator and organiser Veeshayne
Armstrong says Maori were given a chance to get
together and feel proud of their culture.

“It’s valuable on many different levels. We get
to see our Maori leaders and hear first hand what
they have to say and it’s an opportunity to cele-
brate being Maori and being part of Aotearoa,”
she says.

Shona Marupo brought her four-year-old
daughter Carla along to see her nephew, Korza,
perform. She says it was great to see so many

Maori hanging out.
“It’s really cool when they do things. It’s huge

— it’s a family affair.”
By lunchtime, a crowd had packed the audito-

rium to hear Waikato band Katchafire.
The group’s lead singer Logan Bell says it was

an important day for his people and he was
impressed at the talent among the young per-
formers at the expo.

“We play all around the country to adults and
young people don’t get to see us much. We hope to
inspire them to do well at what they’re good at.” 

AUT student Jasmine Bedggood was pleased
that such a diverse crowd and so many rangatahi
were finding out about educational options. 

“It’s important because people need to know
what’s out there, otherwise you don’t set your
sights very high,” she says.

Ropata Hirewini, who cooked mussels in the
kai stalls and “fed a lot of the whanau”, said there
was a lack of Maori gatherings that focused on
inspiring youth.

“There’s not enough of us that come together at
one time and it’s been really great to have the
kids around. Cultural background also brings the
greatest day today because of what we believe in
—  that we’re all part of Maori history.”

Mereama Matia, 13, from Te Kura Maori o
Nga Tapuwae, says the expo was “very entertain-
ing”, especially the performers.  

“My favourite was DZIAH. The whole hall was
full.”

Armstrong praised the people that got in
behind the Maori Expo, the accessibility of infor-
mation available, and the “vibe” of the day. 

“You go away with a new sense of relatedness,
knowing there are other like-minded people that
do want to succeed and do want to celebrate and
want to look at genuine ways forward. I think
that’s a really big thing for people to go away
with.”

A proud ‘whanau affair’ 
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