
A possible find of ambergris
could be worth $66,000 to a pair
of surfing buddies. 

Dylan Paulman and Rupert
Murphy found 6kg of what they
believe is ambergris at a
Whangarei beach last week. 

Ambergris, which is formed in
the intestines of sperm whales,
is used in the manufacture of
perfumes. Depending on its
colour and dryness, it can be
worth up to $11 a gram. 

The pair found the substance
while taking Paulman’s dog for a
mid-morning run.

“Dylan just came to where I
was sitting on the beach and
asked me to check out this thing

he had found,” says Murphy.
“It was sitting in the high tide

mark in a clump of seaweed and
I thought it was ambergris
straight away.

“We looked around a bit and
found some more further up the
beach near the sand dunes.”

If it is ambergris it will be
worth up to $66,000.

The pair have sent their find
to be tested, but not before per-
forming a few tests of their own.

“When we got home we did
the needle test. We heated up a
needle and poked it. It melted
and smoked,” says Murphy.

This reaction is a good sign
that it may be the real thing,
says Ambergris.co.nz owner
Adrienne Beuse.

According to Beuse, this reac-
tion and a musty smell help
identify whether a substance is
ambergris or just a lump of dirt.

“Many people don’t find the
real thing. It’s always best to
send a photo or sample to a pro-
fessional to determine what you
have really found,” she says.

“Some people get lucky and
stumble across ambergris worth

thousands of dollars, but that is
quite rare.”

Ambergris is a dense matter
that forms when materials like
squid beaks stick together inside
a sperm whale’s stomach and
intestines. 

It is used as a fixative for
expensive types of perfume and
in many countries it is used as
an aphrodisiac and for medicinal
purposes. 

Earlier this year a 10-year-old
boy found more than 860g of
ambergris near Purakaunui,
Dunedin. His find was worth an
estimated $10,000.

Beuse’s advice to anyone who
thinks they have found amber-
gris is to get it tested. 

“Testing can be done quickly,
painlessly and free of charge.”

ofpfkd=pq^opW=vçìåÖ=^ìÅâä~åÇÉêë=ïáíÜ=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉë=åçï
Ü~îÉ=íÜÉ=ÅÜ~åÅÉ=íç=í~âÉ=é~êí=áå=éÉêÑçêãáåÖ=~êíë=ïçêâëÜçéë
íÜ~í=ÅÉäÉÄê~íÉ=íÜÉáê=ÖáÑíë=~åÇ=í~äÉåíëK=

`ççäg~ã=ïçêâëÜçéë=~áã=íç=ÑçëíÉê=ëâáääë=~åÇ=ÜÉäé=éÉçéäÉ

ÖÉí=àçÄë=áå=íÜÉ=éÉêÑçêãáåÖ=~êíë=áåÇìëíêóK=cçìê=`ççäg~ã=ïçêâJ
ëÜçéë=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=éáäçíÉÇ=ëç=Ñ~ê=Ô=áå=Öìáí~êI=Çê~ã~I=ÜáéJÜçé
~åÇ=ëçåÖJïêáíáåÖK

pÉÉ=é~ÖÉ=NN=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Ñìää=ëíçêóK

NNoo  1122,,  JJuunnee  22000066““TThhee  BBiigg  MMoouutthh””  ——  aann  AAUUTT  jjoouurrnnaalliissmm  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnFFRREEEE

MMeeddiiaa  mmoovveerr
Former AUT student
wins big at Qantas
Awards
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Pole dancing gives a
new spin on fitness
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Reclaiming tradition
for holistic care

‘I’m no
loan
shark’
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Surfies find treasure
just lying in the sand
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By Qiane Corfield

by Amanda Snow

Money lender Johnson
Funaki makes no apology for his
newspaper ads that shame peo-
ple into paying back loans. 

His name-and-shame pages
featured in the Taimi ‘o Tonga
(The Tongan Times) show photos
of people who have defaulted on
loan repayments to his finance
company, Funaki Enterprises.

They also outline the amount
borrowed, what the money was
borrowed for, and the church
each debtor attends.

Operating from the back of
his dairy in Otahuhu, Funaki
says he is no “loan shark” and
defends his unconventional
methods.

“We’ve gone to debt collecting
agencies like Baycorp, that I
have to pay for, and they charge
me for every letter they send.”

He says the ads in the paper,
distributed in New Zealand and
in Tonga, are a more effective
way of recovering debt. 

“It works. It really gets to
them. If it doesn’t get to the
actual people, it gets to the fam-
ilies or if not, then to the commu-
nity – it’s very effective.”

He says he is often the last
resort for people desperate for
money after being turned away
by their banks or other money
lending organisations. 

“I just service their wants
and try to make a profit on top of
that.”

But Otara dairy owner Sajjad
Alam says the name-and-shame
pages are appalling.  

As he points to several people
pictured in the Funaki
Enterprises’ full-page advertise-
ment, he says: “I know her, I
know her and I know her. They
are good people. None of them
deserve to be humiliated like
this when they are already
struggling financially.”

Maori Party MP Hone
Harawira has called for govern-
ment restrictions on money
lenders who charge interest of
up to 30 per cent. 

He says the ads are “bloody
shameful” and is critical of the
way loan sharks target poor
communities.

He advises  people  to  seek 
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